oe Mullins first made his name in

bluegrass as the banjo picker in a band
started by his father, a legendary DJ and
expert fiddler. After more than a decade,
Joe opted to leave the road to own and
manage a radio station while playing on a
limited basis with the group Longview. In
2006, Joe returned to bluegrass as leader
of'a new band made up of young veterans,
even while his radio business has
continued to expand. With more than two
years of experience under its belt, the
Radio Ramblers, still intact with its
original members, not only have proven
itself a quality band in the southwest Ohio
area, but increasingly on the national
scene as well.

William J. “Joe” Mullins was born in
Middletown, Ohio, on October 27, 1965,
the son of Paul “Moon” Mullins, a native
of eastern Kentucky who was at the time
not only a veteran fiddler with the Stanley
Brothers’ Clinch Mountain Boys, but also
with the Bluegrass Playboys. At the time,
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L-R: Evan McGregor, Mike Terry, Tim
Kidd, Joe Mullins, and Adam McIntosh.

Paul was in the formative years of his long
stint as a legendary disc jockey at WPFB
in Middletown. That station had provided
an early musical apprenticeship for such
figures as the Osborne Brothers. It had an
advantage of serving a listening clientele
in Southwest Ohio that included tens of
thousands of Appalachian migrants who
had sought employment in the industries
of Butler, Hamilton, and Montgomery
County that included the major urban
centers of Cincinnati and Dayton as well
as numerous smaller cities and towns.
Joe points out that very few children
had more opportunities to obtain a
bluegrass education as he did. His father
either owned or had access to nearly
every bluegrass record on earth and many

By Ivan M. Tribe
Photos by Eric Popp
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of the noted bluegrass musicians visited
his home often. Joe spent many hours
soaking up the sounds of vintage
bluegrass, country, and gospel sounds on
the phonograph. Although his first
interest was in the guitar, he soon shifted
to banjo and drew special inspiration
from the work of J.D. Crowe, Sonny
Osborne, Don Reno, and Ralph Stanley.

About the time that Joe completed
high school, he also began working at
‘WPEFEB, and he and his dad started another
band. Moon, who continued to work with
local bands on a part-time basis, including
the Valley Ramblers and especially the
Boys From Indiana, started another group
known as Traditional Grass with Mark
Rader on guitar and lead vocal. Moon
often referred to this band as finally
achieving the ideal sound he had sought
for years. Joined by Glen Inman (later
replaced by Mike Clevenger) on bass and
from about 1990 by former Goins
Brothers sideman Gerald Evans on
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mandolin and occasional twin fiddle, the
Traditional Grass released several CDs
on the Rebel label featuring a careful
balance of traditional, but seldom
overworked, numbers, country songs
well-adapted for bluegrass, and original
songs that blended in well with the older
songs.

Joe reports that his 12 years with the
Traditional Grass gave him the opportu-
nity to observe and learn many aspects of
the business and also to work at writing
and arranging new songs, such as “My
Memories Aren’t Precious Anymore”
and “The Country Girl Blues.” Others
were written in collaboration with others
such as, with Gerald Evans, the sad lament
of two orphan siblings parted by
unavoidable circumstances, “Together In
Our Hearts.” Together with Gary Carpen-
ter, he composed a pair of sacred songs,
“The Messenger Bell” and what is likely
his masteriece to date, “Rest For His
Workers.” The latter song makes use of
the symbolism associated with skilled
craftsmen working on a building.

In 1995, Joe, looking toward his long
range future, left the road for a business
opportunity when he bought radio station
WBZI in Xenia, Ohio. With his father and
himself as deejays, they soon captured a
large share of the listening audience for
country, bluegrass, and gospel music not
only in Greene County, Ohio, but also in
the nearby cities of Wilmington,
Middletown, Springfield, and especially
Dayton.

Eventually, Joe expanded his radio
outlets to include the acquisition of
WKFI in Wilmington in 2003 and WEDI
in Faton in 2004. With these stations
jointly using the slogan “The I’s Have It,”
their programming now covers most of
southwestern Ohio and some -eastern
counties in Indiana. In addition to Joe,
among his staff of deejays are veteran
steel player Chubby Howard who is well
versed in classic country and Bucks
Braun, another veteran of radio in the
Dayton area. At times, Fred Bartenstein
guests on Saturday airshifts. In addition,
Joe also maintains a well-stocked
recordings shop in Xenia, the Classic
Country Connection, specializing in CDs
and DVDs. Moon Mullins, having en-
countered health problems. retired in
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2005 and passed away August 3, 2008, at
71, a victim of progressive supranuclear
palsy.

Even after leaving the Traditional
Grass, Joe never completely left blue-
grass. He participated in three recordings
with Longview that included Dudley
Comnell, Glen Duncan, James King, Don
Rigsby. and Marshall Wilborn. Longview
did their first recording for Rounder
Records in December 1995, three
months after the Traditional Grass
retired. Although primarily a session
group, Longview also appeared at many
festivals, which Joe says “kept him from
forgetting what a banjo felt like.”
Rounder released the first two Longview
efforts, while a third came out on Rebel in
2002. The majority of the cuts are of
classic, but not overworked bluegrass
“chestnuts” from earlier years. (Joe did
not participate on a fourth Longview
project).

In addition to his radio and record
shop business, Joe also began, in 2003,
putting together a major indoor bluegrass
festival at the Roberts Centre near
Wilmington, Ohio. In 2005, this festival
expanded from an annual event to two a
year in the Spring and Fall. The well-

attended events feature many regional and
national acts. Joe’s wife of 21 years,
Tammy, whom Joe describes as his
“events coordinator” also puts in many
hours to help make this event a success.

By early 2006, Joe desired to start a
new band. He gathered four younger
friends from the area with music
experience to form the Radio Ramblers.
Two of the Radio Ramblers had earlier
worked with Joe as part of a local gospel
group that worked in the area for several
years, the Beacons Quartet. Joe points
out that the Beacons also provided early

influence for another notable figure—

Tim Shelton of NewFound Road. Tim and

Joe were both inspired by the leader of

the Beacons, musician and songwriter
Sherrill Jennings. The other two Ram-
blers, while young, had experience with
well-established bluegrass bands.

Adam McIntosh, a Dayton native of

Kentucky parentage, was born in 1981.
He had been introduced to music through
a local band, Timely Airival, his father

played with. McIntosh considers himself

1o be influenced by the late bluegrass and
country vocalist Keith Whitley. Follow-
ing brief experience in a band called
Borderline, prior to his 19th birthday in

January 2000, Adam became a member of
Ron Thomason’s nationally-known band,
Dry Branch Fire Squad. Leaving the band
in May 2003, McIntosh has also worked
and recorded with an active local band,
Jett’s Creek.

Another young bluegrass veteran and
Dayton native, fiddler Evan McGregor,
was born in 1983. His grandfather was a
fiddler in Kentucky, but having passed
away before Evan was born, whatever
influence he exercised was purely
genetic. Evan dates his musical experi-
ence back to a public school fourth-grade
orchestra, but perhaps was more influ-
enced by a Flatt & Scruggs record that his
mother had. At any rate, he developed
considerable skills on fiddle and eventu-
ally worked and recorded three years with
the Indiana-based Wildwood Valley
Boys. He also worked with Dayle
Eskridge and Changing Times.

When not playing bluegrass, Evan is
owner and engineer of his well-
established recording studio, Oscar Fish
Studio, in Brookville near Dayton. He’s
worked off and on in recording technol-
ogy for some 13 years. Among the
releases that have come out of his studio
are the first effort by the Radio Ramblers.

Check Us Out: www.appalachianuprising.net and
www.myspace.com/arpalachianuprising

Arparition Productions Presents

THE 8th ANNUAL

Sam Bush, Larry Keel and Natural Bridge,

The Hillbilly Gypsies, Davisson Brothers Band, Blind Corn
Liquor Pickers, Dehlia Low, Larry Keel’s Allstar Bluegrass
Jam, Melvin Goins and Windy Mountain, Larry Cordle and
Lonesome Standard Time, The Steer Canyvon Rangers,
ETA and many more. Defails coming soon.

Thurs. Free Bean Dinner, Showers Installed,
Primitive Camping, Plenty of Parking. Barn General Supply Shop,
Ice, Valley Water Spigofs, Dave Asfi Workshops, Free Firewood,

Music Lovers, Family Oriented, Community Event. Campfires Allowed.

Plus Merchant and Food Uendors. 24 Hour Security On Site.
For more info: 216-326-3293 or 740-533-7271.

Eden Valley Farm, Scottown, OH

JUNE 4-6

$35 Single Dayv Passes. 3-Dav Tickets now unfil January 1 - $80, until February 1 - $85, until May 25 - $90, af the gate - $100

Bluegrass for the Next Generation
2009 Performers include:

* Bands subiect fo change
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